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DEVELOPMENT OF THE
MISSISSIPPI RIVER

A string of fuctories from the
mouth of the Mississippi river almost
to its source: double track railronds
running alongside; bonts and harges
laden with freight, plying up and
down the stream all day and all night;
mammoth docks, terminals, modern
machinery; greater production, in-
cronsed wealth; the Mississippi Val-
ley the most rapidly developing and
some day the richest industrial dis-
trict in the world—

These are n fow of the things that
James E. Smiith, pioneer river enthu-
sinst, sees in the plun for the develop-
ment of the rivers of the Mississippi
Vialley as freight carriers. Smith,
who is 70 years old, has spent years
af his life and dollars out of his own
pocket working in behalf of this move-
ment. As vice-president of the Mis-
sissippi Valley Association, formed
throughout 27 stutes for the develop-
ment of river projects, hé serves with-
out recompense.

“It je my life work,” Smith ex-
plains. “I have dedicated mysell to
it", and while he talks the glow

tells how success is almost within
reach of those who have fought Tor
the development of river trunsporta-
tion in America.

“The dawn of a new era in Ameri-
can industry is here,” Smith explaint.
“Within & few weeks, at the most,
the new boats and barges will be go-
ing into service as freight carriers on
the Missiasippi and the objects fought
for for years by those who have the
best interests of the river and coun-
try at heart will have been attained.

Y[ venture to say that the next ten
years will show a much greater por-
centage of progress of the Missiasippi
Wull . from u husiness standpoint than
has been noted in the last deeade, and
thut result will be traceable, to =
large extent, to the consummation of
this river program.

“The latest development in pending
plans is the decision to ask for b nine-
foot channel in the Missaissippi river
between Cairo and St. Louis, Hereto-
fore, the Newton bill, which calls for
the completion of river work under-
taken by Congress in 1910, has speci-
fied an cight foot channel between
these two points, The growing ten-
dency is to ask for a standardized
channel,

“The Government is now building a
nine-foot channel hetween Pittaburgh
and Cairo on the Ohio river, If the
provisions of the Newton bill are ear-
ried out on schedule this will be com-
pleted within three or four years,

“The present chunnel from Caire to
New Orleans averages better tharn
nine feet. It is clearly desirable to
have a nine-foot chunnel extended all
the way to St. Louis in order chat
barges loading at St. Louis for lower
river points may be loaded to capacity.
If it is necessary to load light on ac-
count of the eight-foot channel - to
Cairo, fully 20 per cent of their car-
rying power will be wasted,

“It is puzeling to understand why so
little stress has been hitherto laid on
a standardized channel. Not to have
wne is ridiculous, looking nt it from
the business point of view, Chicago
is asking the Illinocis State Legisla-
ture for $30,000,000 for -waterway
projects and is pressing her eclaims
for a nine-foot channel from Grafton,
fll, to Cairo. This coincides exastly
with what St. Louis wants, 30 the
move gaing added weight owing to the
fact that two of the nation’s lavgest
together with their surrounding ter-
\ritory are vitally concerned with the
construction of such & waterway,

“Illinois has let contracts, and work
has begun upon the great waterway
connecting the Chicage drainage ca-
nal, which ends at Joliet, with the Ill-
inois River at Utica, abgve LaSalle.
This great project will be completed
within the next three years, Chica-
go is planning extensive municipal
terminals which will be completed by
the time the waterway is fimished.
More than $40,000,000 will be expend-
ed to secure the connection with the
Mississippi River.

“In 1910 Congress ndopted & river
improvement program calling for the
expenditure of many millions of dol-
lars in clearing and deepening inland
rivers. In brief, it wos proposed to
deepen the Ohio river to nine feet be-
tween pittsburgh and Caire; to con-
struct an eight-foot channel betwen
Cairo and 8t. Louis in the Mississippi;
& six-foot channel between St. Louis
and St. Paul and a six-foot chunnel up

the Missouri to Kansas City.

“For the first few years river work
moved along on schedule, Then, ilter-
ally and figuratively, it began to
trike snags, The war came along
and other more pressing matters oo-
cupied the attention of the nation's
legislators and the river program was
allowed to lapse. About 40 per cent

of the original program of river im-
provement hns been completed. [t
is interesting to note right at this

point that neither® France nor Ger-
many allowed their waterway work to
stop throughout the war.

“In an effort to bring about the com-
pletion of this extensive river pro-
gram which mezns so much to the Mis-
sigsippi Valley, Congressman New-
ton in 1020 drafted a hill ealling on
Congress to make good their bond.
In other words, he aszked them to fin-
ikh what they had started out ‘o do.

“The wor did more for water trans-
portation in America than 50 years of
normal growth. Business men recall
the rail congestion of 1917 that tied
up the nation's freight traffic and in
many cases interfered with the rapid
movement of war materials overseas.
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Government trafic experts saw one
way to redoece rail congestion, and that
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When # barge starts from St. Louis
to New Orleans it doesn't tie up until

it gets there. Between here and New

was to ship war materials out by way I Orleans, railroads change engines as

of the Mississippi River and New Or-
leans, So Geners! Black came
post haste and looked over the situa-
tion and recommended that the river
he utilized.

“They began by commandeering all
the out-of-date antedeluvian boats and
barges they coudl find, Operation of
the line was not then a question of
profit, but of achievement. The ery
was, ‘Get the =tuff out’, and they got
it out.

“In 1948 when the wir was at its
hoight, Congress recognized the nes
ceasity of expediting shipments, and
without any hesitation whatsoever ap-
propriated $7,000,000 for new and bad-
ly needed bonts and barges, This
equipment includes 40 modern steel
barges of 2000 tons enpueity, and six
new tow hoats of 2000 horse power
each. The barges have been complet-
ed and delivered at various points up
and down the Mississippi River,
where they are now tied up waiting
for the towboata, One of the tows,
the Natchez, has been delivered and is
already in service, On her malden
trip she exceeded in performance the
fondest hopes of river men, Two of

out

the remaining five towboats are near-

ing completion on their ways at
Charleston and Paint Pleassnt, JNest
Virginia, and are promiced for deliv-
ery within the next 80 days.

“These six tcwboats are modern in
every sense of the word. Each of
them will be enpable of taking down
stream eight of the 2000-ton barges
londed to their full capacity. This
meang that each tow will earry from
St. Louis to New Orlenns the equiva-
lent of 400 freight cars, each car load-
ed with forty tons of miscellaneous
freight, or eght soli¢ train loads of
fifty cure euch.

“Ag soon as these boats are put in-
to service, river freiglit movements
will begin in earncst. Regular sail-
ings will be ectablished and freight
shipments between St. Louis and New
Orleans will move on a regular sched-
ule,

“The Government is very much in-
terested in the development of the
rivers, and Uncle Sam is going into
the water transportution problem as
an experiment, Fedéral officials wish
to be assured of two things: First,
that sufficient tonnage can be secured
to justify the operation of the barge
line, and second, to find ot if the bus-
iness can be carried on at a  profit.
[New docks and loading devices have
been installed at terminnl points and
the rapid automatic handling of
freight seems to mcke mssured the
fact that both points may be proven,

“We have gone far enough with the
old equipment to demonstrate that an
adequite amount of tonnage can be
secured. With the new equipment we
will demonstrate that freight carrying
by water can be carried on at a profit,

“With the new equipment, we will
be uble to deliver freight to New Or-
leans more quickly than the nverage
freight train. Even with the wold
pquipment and the delays due to the
machinery and the sandbars we have
\been making about 120 miles & day
which compures very favorably with
the daily averr.ge mileage of box
cars between these cities,

often ns six or seven times,

“There is no truth in the contention
that the development of the river
menaces the rcilronds, In faet, such
development will sid rather than han-
dicap the roads. It will increase their
business in time; thag fact has been
again and again in the history of wa-
terways development the world over,
Continental Europe has developed
22000 miles of waterways while
Americe has a paltering little 2,000
miles that may be said to be in use.

“8t, Louis is the ‘hub and center’ of
the greatest system of waterways in
the world, as the Mississippi River
and its navigable tributaries embrace

this great system of water highways

tation, St. Louls would inevitably be-
come one of the greatest industrial
centers in the world, This desirable
consumption is obtainzble, and ev-
ery loyal citizen of St. Louis should
work for its accomplishment,

“The development of the Mississippi
river as the traffic artery of America
will not only help St. Louis, it will in
time make the Mississippi Valley the
greatest industrial district in the
world. It will make New Orleans sec-
ond only to New York as a port for
foreign shipping.

“The new equipment for the upper
Mississippi will also be completed
within the next three or four months,
and the proposed movement for carry-
ing Illinoia coal to 8t, Paul and Minne-
apolis for distribution in the North-
west, and bringing the Minnesota iron
ores to St. Louis for use in our fur-
naces, will then be fully established.
This arrangement will enable 8t. Louis
furnaces to obtain the Minnesota ores
at much lower freight rates t}‘m ure
now enjoyed by either Cleveland or
Pittsburgh, which fact will lead to the
possibility of St. Louis becoming one
of the great iron and steel centers of
the United States.

“Three million weres of land now
untouched in the South will get their
first chance for development when riv-
er navigation opens, The value of
the project to the entire Mississippi
Valley in dollars and cents stagpers
the imagination. In time it will run
into the billionz of dollars. It is sig-

nificant that bot! political poarties rec-
ognize the need for waterway develop-
ment. Encouragement of the pro-
gram was an outstanding feature of
the party platforms.

“One other point should be made
clear. The ppening of river naviga-
tion makes 8t, Louis the nation's new-
est seaport, It has the effect of placs
ing the city on the comst Thkis ix the
time for St. Louisans to make an ef-
fort to expand their foreign trade fa-
cilities, With proper effort St. Louis
can become internationally known as
n foreign trade center of America,
perhaps on equal ronk with Chicago
and New York. It is only a question
of seeing the opportunity and getling
o headstart on other American cities.

“The operation of the Federal Barge
line opens up tremendous foreign
trade posgibilities, Their proper des
velopment will make the city one of
the foremost in America. Think of

the new industries that will be at-

“The river has many advantages |tracted here because of St. Louis' fa-

over the railronds. There are no di-
vision points, no roadbeds, no rails

| vorable location, her proximity to raw
| mnterials and lower transportation

and. no sidetracks where cars can be|rates. The barge line should be re-

left standing for two or three days.
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"gnrded us a means enabling the city

[ ELY _MANSION ON LONG ISLAND MAY BE SUMMER WHITE HOUSE

in the beautiful Shinnecock Hills on

formation. N
accompanie resident Harding on
his Florida trip before imugunrgtion.
has offered his beautiful home to the
Hardings. » And there is one over-
powering appeal, say the President’s
personal friends—and that is—"it is
near an attractive golf course

Tha summer White House will be

Long lslnndbrncmtl-;ieins Ii‘.ﬂElh“ i}i:;
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to vastly increase her facilities for
hupdling world trade rather than as
n means of cheap shipment only to
ler trade  territory.’—Greatér St
Louis, '

WHO OWNS THE RAILROADS?

The New York Life Insurance Co.
in its balance sheet Jan. 1, 1021, shows
total assets of $966,664,397.19.

Of this total, $343,203,117.30 repre-
sents railroad bonds; $164,706,225.60
represents loans on mortgages; $147,. |
400,247.07 represents loans on poli-
cies; $141,509,662.50 represents gov-

ernment, state, county and municipal
bonds, and $108,722,115.87 represents

16,000 miles of navigable rivers. With | Liberty Bonds and Victory Notes,

In other words more than one-third

put in to use as mediums of transpor- | of the assets it holds to secure its hun-

dreds of thousands of policy holders
a safe and sure return for them only
they have invested in life insurance is |
represented by railroad bonda.

(Other insurance and banking insti-
tutions hold proportionately large
amounts of railroad and public utility

bonds to secure funds held in trust by |

them on behalf of their policy holders
or depositors,

Thus are the savings of practically
every citizen in the U, 8. invested to
some extent in the great railroad and
public utility enterprises. For this
reason every man, woman and child is
interested in the development of con-
ditions, which will permit of sound
financial credit for these great indus-
triea.

A GREAT AMERICAN

The other day the King of Italy,
the members of his ministry, the
American Ambassador and many other
notibles, gathered in Rome and un-
veiled a marble bust of a plain Amer-
ican citizen, David Lubin.

Thirty years or so ago David Lubin
was & emall shopkeeper in Sacramen-
to, Calif. Lubin saw the need of ne-
curate information concerning miar-
kets and erop conditions to help gar-
deners and orchardiets and farmers;
guide for market opportunities, knowl.
edge upon which to base amount, char-
acter, variety of what was to be raised.
He éonceived a plan for a great infor-
mation bureau.

The idea grew gluwly ot first, but
presently it became an institution in
Californin. Then the rest of the coun-
try saw it big, and Lubin's crop infor-
mation bureau became nation-wide.
later Lubin started in to make it
world-wide.

Lubin died recently in Rome, head
of n world-wide organization such as
he had dreamed of. Every civilized

nation in the world contributed to the|

information he gathered and distrib-
uted, and supported his enterprise
with funds willingly given to the or-
ganizer snd director of the Interns-
tional Institute of Agriculture.

But world-wide information con-
eerning markets and crops is not the
end of it all. It was merely a great
start. Luhin planned also for correct
and scientific distribution of the foods

grown on this earth and slowly that |

will follow. Some day, grateful pro-
ducers and grateful consumers will
place Lubin's name on the pinnucle
with the greatest who have lived,

Dillard Harness Shop

DR. W. C, DILLARD, Propr,

LOCATED IN RICKUS BUILDING

FARMINGTON, MO.

Complete Line of Buggy, Wagon and Work Harneas, Saddle, Bridles and
Accessories

Repairing of Harness a Specialty

Veterinary Office in Same Bullding i

FARM ENGINEERING SERVICE |
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nite calls already await the farm en-
gineering specialist recently added to
the staff of the Missourl Agricultural
Extension Service, E. W. Lehmann,
formerly head of the farm engineering
department at Columbin, has nceepted
this position and will begin at once
a series of demonstrations in the coun-
ties already demanding his nssistance.
In the farm family's daily life there
are many big problems in which the
farm engineer can give practical help
—foremost among these being that of
home improvement. The services of
the engineering specialist are free and
may be secured through the county
ngent or the home demonstration
ngent,

$17,178,381.24 BALANCE

IN STATE TREASURY

Jefferson City, Mo, April 1.—The
balance in the State Treasury today
was $17,178,881.25, the largest by
nearly $2,000,000 thut was ever in the
treasury in the past, The balance
March 1 was $15,2568,624.82. Against
this balance, however, the State Treas-
ury holds seript authorized by the
Legislature for payment of ofifcials’
salaries of sl state departments and

_ _.=
institutions and their maintenance re-
quirements since the first of the year
amounting to $2,600,000 in round
numbers, The deficiency bill, too, car-
rying more than §1,600,000, will make
another deep hole in the surplus in the
revenue fund, which now stands at
$4,378,060.83. A number of large ap-
propriation bills are yet to be ap-
proved by the Gevornor. The impor-
tant funds, however, all have a heavy
balance, The school fund has a bal-
ance of $3,875,880.81, and the good
roads fund of $4,376,688.21.

WESTERN MATERIAL AND
WESTERN PAYROLLS

Small and medivm sized bridges on
public highways are more and more
being constructed of wood in western
states.

They are cheaper und when properly
built are as durchle as steel and make
a market for our own timber produets,

These bridges are roofed over snd
painted and outlast steel structures,
are comfortable and stand any kind of
storm.

The payrolls of the logging camps
and the sawmills are spenl in the
home markets and employ home labor

and deserve preference,

THE HOT SPRINGS
OF ARKANSAS

More than & mountain resort, more than a fashionable playground—
these wonderful springs, with their mysterious” health-giving waters,
have become wo

NATURE'S GREATEST SANITARIUM

famous as

tive agencies of nature—a retreat

of the world—the

No one can afford to de

baths,
ozone and woodland landscape.

In thirteen Missourl counties clo(l-.I

sel apart by the United States Government for the benefit of humanity
Where modern medical science joing hands with the wonderful cura-

great, beautiful out-of-doors, ~

Water is the greatest elimlnator of human ills and the Hot Springs
of Arkapsus are the greatest waters known to mankind
Patronized every year by more than 150,000 people from every
! recuperating station of our army and navy, P
training ground of the world’s greatest athletes, the assombling place
of statesmen and the rendezvous of society.

There is no Substitute for the Hot Springs Baths

The marvelous cures cannot be exaggerated.

ve himeelf of the quiet rest, the exhilarat-

ing joy and the wonderful toning-u r that comes from a course of these
n

, coupled with the rehhbilitat

Luxurious hotels, medium-priced hotels and hi, lass boarding
houses with every modern eul:indm - e

BEST REACHED BY THE

MISSOURI PACIFIC

Let us tell you more about it and hel trip.
F‘or’tunin time and railroad J&"um“ ;
- C. L. STONE
P. T. M., Missouri Pacific R. R.
] 8L Louis, Mo.

for the eareworn or suffering in the

the

g influences of the mountaia

PO'S GOTTA woRe IN° PooR
SCnom — HiS DAD SAYS ROY-
\F HE DoNT GET A GOOD
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